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TEACHERS AS EXAMINERS. 


The proposal to allow teachers at Veterinary 
Schools to act as internal examiners could not, of 
course, be adopted without a new Charter. It is 
not at all likely that our Council will apply for a 


new Charter until our proposed Bill has become an | 


Act. But, the Bill once passed, and the financial 
position of the R.C.V.S. thus assured, it is very 
likely that the Council will regard applications for 
another Charter as the next step in our progress 

a Charter dealing with several important subjects. 
In that event we may confidently expect that an 
attempt will be made to introduce a clause per- 
mitting examination by teachers. While there is 
time, therefore, we should examine the question and 
discuss it freely. 

The proposal is a revolutionary one, for teachers 
were precluded from examining by our original 
Charter of 1844. The precluding clause was inser- 
ted, not because teachers were a suspect body, but 
hecause the public would be more likely to approve 
graduates passed by independent examiners. For 
this and others reasons, we prefer the old arrange- 
ment; we see no valid reason in favour of the pro- 


posed new one. 


It is argued that teachers would make better | 


examiners than the present external ones, because 


they are well upin their subjects, at home with the | 


candidates, and might express their questions in 
more familiar words than external examiners. It 
may be replied that a teacher examining on his own 
teaching might be a little narrow, and that a candi- 
date requiring “familiar words” to help him along 


might not possess more than a parrot knowledge of | 


his subject. For the present, however, we will not 
consider whether teachers would or would not be 
superior to the present examiners. What we wish 
to emphasise now is the broad effect of the proposed 
change upon our examination system 

We have now two examiners in each subject, 
and it is proposed that one of these should be a 


teacher of the subject in the school at which the 


class he has taught No one suggests that 


the teachers of one school should examine the 


| 


Examiners, therefore, would examine all the 
students presenting themselves at any examina- 
tion; the other half would change according to the 
| school. 

| Obviously, this would detract not a little from 
the justly-prized uniformity of our examination 
system, 

A more serious objection to the proposed inno- 
|vation is that it must ultimately weaken, if not 
destroy, the control of the R.C.V.S. over the 
examinations. 

At present, the examiners selected by the 
R.C.V.S. are responsible solely to the R.C.V.S., 
and can be removed from office by that body if 
their work is unsatisfactory. That would still be 
|the case under the proposed new arrangement, so 
far as the single external examiner was concerned. 

But the teacher acting as internal examiner would 
| be neither selected nor removable by the R.C.V.S. ; 
| he would examine by virtue of the professorship 
conferred upon him by the authorities of his school. 
it differences arose between the two examiners— 
jand that would certainly happen in some cases— 
| which would be able to take the strongest line, and 
| 
| 
| 
| 


be most likely to get his way? Undoubtedly in 
most cases the representative of the school would 
over-ride the representative of the R.C.V.S. 

There is another objection to this proposal, which 
has not vet been indicated. Many members remem- 
ber the time when members of Council were allowed 
ito act as examiners, and didso. That arrangement 
worked unsatislactorily, and was finally abolished 
lafter much trouble The present proposal would 
have the effect of renewing it: for each Professor 
on the Council would also be an examiner. We 
need not rehearse the old and still cogent objec- 
itions to members of Council as examiners. But 
we may point out that if a teacher who examined 
were also elected to the Council, his advantage 
over the external examiner would be accentuated. 

All the schools are represented already upon the 
Council, which includes, seven teachers—nearly a 


quarter of the whole body The schools have 
therefore ample influence in selecting examiners 
and regulating the standard of examination. We 


should be sorry to see our examination system 
depart from the present procedure of selecting ex- 


i ternal examiners to examine the whole of the stu- 
jdents, and under the authority of the R.C.V.S. 


alone. The present proposal would certainly not 


‘ | tend to maintain our uniformity of examination ; 
examination is held—each teacher examining the] 


and its ultimate practical result might be to enable 
each school to fix the standard of examination of its 
own students, and destroy the reality of our one- 


students of another. Only half the Board of | portal system. 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


AT THE 
NEv- 


KNUCKLING 
OF 


OVER 
MEDIAN 


THE TREATMENT OF 
FETLOCK BY A COMBINATION 
RECTOMY AND TENOTOMY. 


The idea of associating these two operations in 
the treatment of knuckling of the fetlock was first 
advanced by Breton in 1901. He says “ Resection 
of the median nerve should be the complement of 
the section of the perforans tendon. By the simple 
tenotomy, a return of the knuckling is frequent and 
may even be said to be certain, on account of the 
condensation of the cicatricial tissue which finally 
draws together the tendinous ends that have been 
separated. Moreover, this cicatricial tissue is often, 
and for along time, the seat of an abnormal sensibility 
which occasions difficulty of locomotion or lame- 
ness. This sensibility of the cicatricial tissue is the 
most serious objection that can be urged against 
tenotomy.” It is to abolish this abnormal sensi- 
bility that Breton has resorted to median neurec- 
tomy, with which he has had good results. 

Lienaux, of the Brussels Veterinary School, lias 
often found that, while the immediate effect of 
simple tenotomy is generally the desired one, vet 
in the majority of cases the final results are disap- 
pointing, as the knuckling reappears. He there- 
fore determined to attempt Breton’s plan of adding 
median neurectomy to the tenotomy, and reports 
one highly successful case. 

The subject was a heavy five-year-old horse, so 
severely knuckled over at one fetlock as to be lame 
and useless. Immediately before operating 
Liénaux applied a shoe with the toe thickened, his 
object being to draw the semilunar crest forward 
and to separate the ends of the tendon as far as 
possible from the moment of section. He then 
performed median neurectomy, followed by section 
of the perforans. He divided the tendon at the 
customary position; but, in place of performing 
the operation subcutaneously, he made an incision 
through the skin of about 1 1-5th inch long, thus 
operating on “uncovered” lines. After dividing 
the tendon he sutured the cutaneous wound; and 
covered the region with a dry dressing which he 
allowed to remain for eight days. Cicatrisation 
took place directly. The stitches were removed on 
the eighth day, and a new dressing was applied and 
kept in place till the twelfth day. The result was 
altogether favourable; the animal resumed work 
after six weeks, his fetlock being then in its normal 
position, which has since been maintained. 

Liénaux therefore agrees that the Association of 
median neurectomy with tenotomy has the hap- 
piest results. He attributes these to the fact that 
the tendinous region has become insensitive; and 


that no pain is felt subsequently to the operation. | 


Immediately after the operation (when neurec- 
tomy also has been performed), the horse rests his 
foot squarely on the ground, the limb is in the 
normal position, the ends of the tendon are kept 
apart throughout the period of cicatrisation, and the 
oleatrix, when formed, is more extensive and better 


appropriated to the length necessary for the repair- 
ed tendon. When, on the other hand, the median 
nerve is not divided, the tendinous section itself, 
the inflammation following it, and the influence of 
the now mobile ends of the tendon upon the plantar 
nerves, all cause acute pain. The horse, therefore, 
instead of placing the limb flat on the ground, holds 
it half flexed, in a position which predisposes to 
knuckling, and causes approximation of the two 
segments of the divided tendon. The union between 
the tendinous ends thus takes place in too limited a 


space, and the resultant cicatrix is shorter than 
when median neurectomy also has been _per- 
formed. 


The addition of neurectomy to the operation 
renders strict asepsis necessary in performing the 
tenotomy ; this, Liénaux thinks, is easy to attain. 
Finally, he recommends the method of performing 
tenotomy through an incision of the size mentioned 
above, as preferable to the older and more orthodox 
subcutaneous operation. His reason is that in the 
subcutaneous method the surgeon can never be 
quite sure of avoiding the organs adjoining the 
tendon, which should be left intact; and this is 
especially the case when swellings of the tendons 
have altered the relations between the anatomical 
constituents of the region. Liénaux therefore per- 
forms the operation as an “ open” one, thus avoide 
ing all risk of dangerous hemorrhages; and as far 
as asepsis is concerned, he believes that it is more 
easily obtained by this method than by the subcu- 
taneous one.—(Annales de Med. Vet.) 

[For many years tenotomy has been very little 
practised in England. Possibly the addition of 
median neurectomy, which seems rational, may give 
it a fresh start.—TRANSL. ] 

WITH ASCITES IN A 


TUBERCULOUS PERITONITIS 


Horse. 

Charles Tyvaert, of Lanaeken, records the case 
of a fourteen-year-old draught mare, which, when 
brought to him, showed an enormous development 
of the abdomen which at once arrested the atten- 
tion. The owner's history was that about three 
months before the mare had aborted a seven-months 
non-decomposed foetus, that she had not since been 
to the stallion, that despite the abortion the abdo- 
men had always remained large, and that for the 
last fortnight the mare had lost appetite, had shown 
increased distension after feeding, had passed hard 
dry dung, and had sweated at the least exertion. 

On examination, Tyvaert found the mare in a 
satisfactory condition as regards her general nutri- 
tion. The pulse was 56 to the minute, and was 
small and hard. The conjunctive, far from being 
pale and infiltrated, were distinctly reddened and 
even slightly injected. The sounds of the heart 
were regular and there was no oedema of either the 
hind limbs or the abdominal region. The tempera- 
ture was 101°3F.; and the respirations were 
slightly accelerated (20 per minute.) 

The abdomen was pendulous, was very dilated— 
especially in the dependent regions-—but the dila- 
tation was uniform upon both sides of the body ; 





and the hollows of the flanks were also of equal 
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tension. The perimeter of the abdomen, measured | emulsion, which had no effect, and the horse fought 
in front of the hips, was much greater than that of|so against the hobbles that it was impossible to 
the thorax in the region of the girths. Percussion | throw him. 

of the abdomen gave an absolute dullness up toa| A few days later another attempt was made, and 
superior horizontal limit, above which the sound/ 150 grammes of chloral obtained from another firm 
was tympanitic. This line of demarcation changed | were given, which began to have an effect an hour 
its place according to the position—upwards or'| later, but he would not allow the hobbles to be 
downwards—in which the hind quarters were| fixed. 


placed with relation to the rest of the body. Suc-| As the owner was very keen on having him 
cussion yielded a sensation of fluctuation. tired, a few days later 180 grammes of chloral 


Tyvert made a vaginal exploration, dilated the} were given and a hypodermic injection of 0°40 of 
neck of the uterus, and satisfied himself that the|morphia. Two hours after he was sleepy enough 
case was not one of either pyometritis or hydrome-|to be secured with the greatest precaution, but 
tritis. He then examined rectally, and found that | whenever the iron touched him he tried the hobbles 
his hand in the rectum moved the viscus about ina|so the utmost. After the operation he got up with- 
mass of liquid, the undulatory movements of which | out assistance and walked quietly to his stall. 
were perceptible on both sides of the abdomen. | Five hours later he was very excited, but quietened 
He therefore diagnosed a dropsical effusion within | down after eight hours,—Zeit. F. Vet, 





the peritoneal cavity, without being able to deter- | F. E. P. 

mine its cause. | + oat 
Treatment by means of drastic purgatives and | Fe ae a 

diuretics was attempted; but the effusion continued | EGYPTIAN CAMPAIGN, 1882. 


to augment, as was proved by further measurements Report of Principal Veterinary Surgeon. 

of the abdomen. It was decided not to attempt | 

the last resort of abdominal puncture, on account| 17 Qn the 15th September rinderpest appeared at 
of its very problematic results; and the mare was | [xmailia in a herd of 36 oxen imported by the Indian 
therefore slaughtered. | Contingent. It was fortunately at a distance of more 

Post-mortem, after removing the skin, Tyvaert | than half-a-mile from the oxen of the English Commis 
punctured the abdomen with a trochar of large | Sariat. Ten of the animals having died, a Committee 
calibre, and obtained 225 litres (about 396 pints) of | ¥#S assembled on the 16th, and the remaining 26 were 
a clear and slightly yellowish liquid. He then pro- Png buried by recommendation of Veterinary 
ceeded toa minute post-mortem examination, which | ‘Co the cok chon passing through Kassassin, 1 was 
he briefly states revealed a miliary tuberculosis | informed by an officer of the Indian Contingent that 
extending to both layers of the peritoneum, without | rinderpest had broken out in another herd of cattle 
appreciable lesions in any other organs. Annales de | which had arrived there, that he had caused the animals 
Med. Vet. | to be driven away, and believed that they were nearly or 

quite all dead.* 
* SUPERF@ TATION " in a Cow. | arrived at Cairo on the |8th, wrote at once upon the 

Lohse, a veterinary surgeon, of Biihlau, Dresden, subject xo the Deputy Adjutant-General, and also spoke 

. < }to the Commissary-General, urging the necessity of 
reports that on August 21 last he was called to bringing the cattle for the British troops by rail instead 
deliver a five-year-old cow which had been pur- of road, in order to prevent their becoming infected with 
chased from a dealer eight days before. He} rinderpest from the Indian Oxen, and perhaps spreading 
delivered her of a normal calf, which did well, and|the disease through the cultivated districts of the 
was sold to a butcher when 25days old. The after- | ptemers 2 ae — was at once carried out by the 
birth was discharged half-an-hour after the birth. | \O™™@'ssary-General, ae es : 
Next day milk fever appeared, but was cured within | In a letter to the Deputy Adjutant-General ay the 

: | 19th, 1 recommended that the cattle of the Indian Uon- 
two hours. | tingent should be kept in quarantine at Ismailia for 12 

Exactly eight weeks later—on October 16 | days after landing, the Commissary-General having in- 
Lohse was again called to the same cow on account | formed me that there need be no difficulty about feeding 
of reported illness; and, to his great surprise, found ee Son rn = Ma egmaay spare any number of 
her again calving. He again delivered her of %) Twas “lise informed by Veterinary Surgeon 
normal calf which, like the first, was prepared for | Evans that some of the Indian cattle had died from 
the butcher. On this occasion the afterbirth did | rinderpest as far from the Base as Zagazig. 
not come away naturally, but was removed by| 28. Within two days after the troops arrived at 
Lohse himself three days later. Lactation com- | Cairo, there were several cases of fever which ended in 
menced after the first calving and continued to the | congestion of the lungs. These were apparently caused 
second. —(Berliner Tier. Woch.) by the excessive fatigue the horses had undergone in 

WRC | marching through the sand from Tel-el-Kebir. — 

a as Within a week numerous cases occurred of what 
seemed to be bilious fever, often approaching in its 
| nature to purpura and other forms of blood poisoning. 
Menzel, a German V.S., quotes the following | These were at first nearly confined to horses which had 


experience : a : 

: : . aoe : | “It is difficult to account for the action of this officer 
A thoroughbre d, eight-years-old, had to be thrown | tasning lesen 0 let of sindanpest effected onan. There ent 
for firing, as he was very nervous and bad tempered, | mais possibly carried the disease to the cattle of the Egyp- 
he was given 120 grammes of chloral in a gum | tians in the cultivated grounds 


(Continued from p. 372. 


Action oF CHLORAL HybRATE. 
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been put into stables, which in Cairo and its neighbour 
hood were badly ventilated, with floors greatly polluted 
by urine. 

The ground round the Egyptian Cavalry Barracks at 
Abassieh, upon which the British Cavalry and part of 
the Artillery were picketted, had been used for several 
ages as a camping place for pilgrims, and was in a very 
impure state. The horses, through breathing the exhala- 
tions from this soil, were doubtless predisposed to be- 
come affected by miasma evolved from the great extent 
of flooded land in the neighbourhood, and had little 
vital force to resist the effects of the fever which shortly 
afterwards raged, owing to the state of extreme exhaus 
tion into which they had been brought by the work of 
the campaign. 

29. For some time the amount of medicine available 
for the treatment of the disease was limited. The con 
tents of the field chests having been in a great degree 
exhausted, requisitions for replenishing them were 
collected as soon as possible after arriving at Cairo, and 
sent to the Depét at the Base. The medicines applied 
for were forwarded in six boxes by Veterinary Surgeon 
Burke, then in charge of the stores. Unfortunately, 
they arrived in Cairo about the time wheh a great fire 
occurred at the Railway station. The stores which were 
saved from the fire were hurriedly piled in heaps about 
the neighbourhood, and the medicines could not be 
found for more than a week afterwards ; when dis- 
discovered, one box had disappeared and the remaining 
five had been broken open iol ransacked. Many bottles 
were cracked, and scarcely any medicine remained. 

With as little delay as possible, [ collected and for 
warded fresh requisitions, but owing to various causes, 
chiefly the great amount of work imposed upon the 
railway in supplying the Army, the new medicines were 
not received before the 20th of October. 

30. During the second week in October, the number 
of horses attacked with the fever increased rapidly, and 
did not begin to decline until the first week in November. 

Horses which had been placed in the Egyptian Cavalry 
stables for shelter from the sun, suffered much more 
than those picketted in the open air, and the latter 
suffered less the further they were away from the neigh 
bourhood of the stables. Syrian aad other Eastern 
horses were attacked in far smaller proportion than the 
British, and amongst the latter the well-bred recovered 
more readily than the under-bred. 

I heard of only two mules being attacked, and those 
but slightly. 

31. Throughout ths campaign the Veterinary Sur 
geons, in general, worked in so zealous a manner that it 
would be difficult to select some for special mention 
without the risk of injuring others who did their duty 
equally well, but happened to have a smaller number of 
animals under their care. 

Inspecting Veterinary Surgeon Walker, in special 
charge of the horses of the Cavalry Division, was highly 
commended by General Drury Lowe. I also have great 
pleasure in bearing testimony to the prompt and effi 
cient manner in which he carried out his work. 

Veterinary Surgeons Rayment and Smith had assigned 
to them the very important duties of preventing the 
introduction of disease into the Army from foreign 
countries, and both Officers worked in a way, and with 
a success that could not have been surpassed. 

First Class Veterinary Surgeon Sartin had charge of the 
Base Hospital at Alexandria, and of all the horses and 
mules scattered about the city and around the outposts 
at Kamleh, 4 miles distant. He attended to these without 
any assistance until the second week in September, 
giving genera] satisfaction. 

Inspecting Veterinary Surgeon Walker spoke in high 
terms of Veterinary Surgeons Rostron, Matthews, 





Thomson, and Griffiths, who were under his immediate 
orders during the progress of the Army from Ismailia | 








After arrival there the duties of those officers 
were severe, owing to the numerous cases of exhaustion, 
fever, saddle-galls, and other injuries in their regiments, 
and nothing could well exceed the zealous manner in 


to Cairo. 


which they attended tothem. When, subsequent to the 
departure of the Household Cavalry and 4th Dragoon 
Guards for England, the epizootic fever was at its height, 
the Veterinary Surgeons of the Artillery, Transport, and 
Staff, came in for their full share of labour and _per- 
formed it in the same satisfactory manner. Those to 
whose lot it fell to have the greatest amount of work 
were Messrs. Pallin, Case, and Mann, but in mentioning 
them I hope it may not be inferred that the others in 
Cairo neglected their duties. 

Mr. Griffiths and his successor, Mr. Mann, remained 
at their posts with the 7th Dragoon Guards for many 
days after they were so weak from illness, that they 
ought to have gone on the sick list. 

I may add that almost every Veterinary Ofticer in the 
force was sick at times during the campaign, but per- 
sisted at his work unless actually incapable of it. 

32. In conclusion, I have the honour to submit for 
your consideration the following suggestions and opinions 
upon various subjects connected with the Veterinary 
Department and Army.—I have, etc., 

J. } MEYRICK, 
Principal Vet. Surg. of Expeditionary Force. 

[Inspecting Veterinary Surgeon J. J. Meyrick was the 
first Veterinary Officer to receive the distinction of 
Military Companion of the Bath.] 


|. Veterenary Stoves.—Before leaving England, these 
should be placed in charge of a storekeeper who should 
accompany them on board ship and never leave them. 
He should be provided with an assistant to remain with 
him until the end of the campaign. 

The veterinary stores on the present occasion were 
placed in the 8.8. “Irthington.” They were, I believe, 
partially unloaded at Alexandria, and being mingled 
with other stores, and not in special charge of any one, 
they appear to have been re-packed in another vessel 
when the Base was changed to Ismailia. So far as | 
could discover, they were brought to the latter station 
in the 8.8. “Oxenholme,” and in consequence of the 
scarcity of labour, and the fact that no one knew in 
what part of the ship they had been placed, they were 
not landed until the 24th September. When the Base 
was changed back to Alexandria, the soldier who had 
been detailed to assist Mr. Burke in unpacking the boxes 
to supply requisitions, was suddenly ordered away with 
his regiment, leaving that ofticer without any assistance 
to re-pack the medicines ready for embarkation. 

2. Office of Principal Veterinary Surgeon.—This 
was furnished with an excellent clerk from England, 
but it should also have had a permanent orderly. 

From the first landing in Alexandria until the end of 
the campaign, great inconvenience and delay frequently 
pret in consequence of the orderlies being suddenly 
taken away, sometimes without any warning, when 
their regiments were removed from headquarters. 

A large amount of stationery, together with a regula- 
tion oftice box, should be placed in charge of the Princi 
pal Veterinary Surgeon before leaving England. It was 
necessary to perpetually borrow stationery from the 
Ordnance in aoa quantities, until some time after 
arriving at Cairo, because the regular stores had not 
been received. 

3. Base Hospital.—Betore an expedition leaves Eng 
land, a permanent establishment should be formed, con- 
sisting of a dispenser to act also as clerk, a farrier to 
assist and supervise the treatment of patients, a shoeing- 
smith with tools, capable also of attending upon patients 
and a serjeant-major of known good character, invested 
with authorlty to enforce obedience to orders from the 
men of all corps whose horses are sent to the hospital. 
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Commanding officers naturally dislike parting with 
good non- commissioned officers and men when, their 
regiments are on active service, and if the majority of 
the men supplied to the Base Hospitals a the late 
campaign were not specially selected as the laziest and 
most useless in their corps, it is my firm belief that 
British soldiers have greatly deteriorated since I was at 
regimental duty. 

A good supply of medicines and other stores should 
be placed in the same ship with the establishment. The 
only medicines at first obtainable for the hospital at 
Ismailia, were those received from the transport ships 
unprovided with Veterinary Surgeons, and those in two 
pairs of field chests partly empty. These barely sufticed 
until the arrival of the ship with the main stores. 

4. Assistance to Veterinary Surgeons.—Each Veteri 
nary Surgeon should be provided with a dispenser, left 
perinanently under his orders. The farriers who now 
perform this duty are often very inefficient from want of 
special training. A Veterinary Surgeon on active service 
is sometimes ordered so suddenly from one corps to 
another, that he has no time to make an inventory of 
the contents of his field chests. He may discover, after 
a few days, that some of the contents are missing or have 
been injured, but does not know whether the fault rests 
with the farrier of the corps which he has left or that 
which he was joined. 

When in charge of several batteries, and perhaps trans- 
port in addition, either the farrier of each battery must 
compound the medicines under the supervision of the 
farrier in whose care the chests are placed, or the latter 
must dispense medicines for all the batteries. In any 
case, he must make up those for the Intantry Transport, 
the regiments being totally unprovided with farriers. 
To all this interference with his time and labour his 
Commanding Officer sometimes greatly objects. 

Soldier servants should be told off to remain per 
manently with Veterinary Surgeons during a campaign. 
The servants’ allowance of Is. 6d. a day was of little 
avail, because private servants could not be procured 
for a long time either at Alexandria or Ismailia. When 
at last a few Greeks, Italians, and Maltese arrived, they 
readily obtained 6s. or 7s. a day from the Commissariat 
or Railway contractor. Even if hired at such high rates, 
they were almost useless as servants according to my 
own experience. 

The Veterinary Surgeons attached to Cavalry or 
Artillery managed very well with their batmen, but those 
doing duty with the Commissariat or Staff suffered the 
greatest inconvenience, being unable to obtain any ASSIS 
tance until after the fight at Mahuta, when many of the 
cavalrymen were dismounted, and some were subse 
quently given to them as batmen.* 

Each Veterinary Surgeon should be allowed ag 
for two horses, if required. When leaving England, 
Class Veterinary Surgeon Case weees to bring both his 
horses, but was not permitted to bring more than one. 
On the second night after landing at Ismailia his horse 
was so badly wounded in the haunch by a broken bottle 
concealed in the sand that the animal was unfit for 
work until after the end of the campaign. 

Mr. Case would have had no means of accompanying 
the Battery of Royal Horse Artillery to which he was 
attached in the advance to the front, had not the 
Commanding Officer, Major Walton, very kindly lent 
him a charger. 

bh. Carriage of Medicines.—As most of the wars in 
which England engages take place in countries where it 
is difficult to employ wheel carriage efticiently, 1 would 


*So great was the servant difficulty that the work of the 
whole Department was hindered, the ofticers being obliged 
to neglect their duty in order to cook their rations and do 
servant's work. The matter was brought to the notice of 
the authorities. 


strongly advise the invariable use of mules with pack- 
saddles for carrying the field chests. These animals can 
accompany a regiment over any kind of ground, and 
march at the same rate as the horses. They should be 
taught their work while in England, for during the late 
campaign some of the mules, accustomed to be managed 
by regular muleteers, were dragged along with great 
ditticulty by the soldiers who led them. When applying 
for them, I requested that each mule might be supplied 
with a driver, but none could be spared. 

On account of detachments being frequently absent 
from their regiments for days, and left without medi- 
cines, a field companion very similar to that used by sur- 
geons would be of great assistance.* In former years 
the leather buckets attached to the saddle« of farriers 
were large enough to contain a supply of medicines sufti- 
cient for emergencies, but they have since bsen too much 
reduced in size to serve for that purpose. 

The hooks on the lighters on im janding horses 

from ships should be altered in shape or position. In 
aif we instances, horses and mules were so badly torn 
by them that they were unable to work for weeks, and 
in one case a horse’s stifle joint was completely torn open, 
rendering his destruction necessary. 
7. Farriers.—It was freque ‘ntly bronght to my notice 
that farriers were in many instances very incompetent. 
Some ry them were not only unable to make up medi- 
cines, but did not know even the names of these, or 
understand the use of the weights provided with the 
scales in the field chests. One farrier could not assist 
a Veterinary Surgeon at a post-mortem examination, 
and stated that he had never seen a horse cut open. A 
great deal of the time of some of the Veterinary Sur- 
geons was wasted in dispensing medicines with their 
own hands, or superintending the farriers while they 
were doing so. 

8. Shoeing. The Infantry Regiments being unpro- 
vided with shoeing-smiths, their transport horses and 
mules were constantly left unshod, except when the ser- 
vices of aman from the Commissariat or one of the 
mounted corps could be obtained. The feet of the 
animals were therefore very frequently in a bad state. 
I would recommend every regiment being provided with 
at least one shoeing-smith, and a small anvil light enough 
to be packed, together with the tools, upon a mule. 

The conn act shoes were very well made, and there 
was no difficulty in fitting and putting them on cold, 
when an anvil was at hand to alter some that were 
slightly too wide or too narrow for the feet. 

The horses of the Cavalry had their hind shoes taken 
off to prevent accidents from kicking. Fortunately the 
ground near and for many wiles beyond Ismailia is com- 
posed of loose sand, but between yo and Cairo 
there isa considerable amount of gravel, which wore 
away many of the feet until they were tender, in the 
latter part of the march. 

Heel ropes.—These should be invariably supplied 
to every horse on active service. Although many do not 
require them when tied to mangers at home, they are 
very liable, when picketted in the field, to get the heels 
of their hind legs over the head collar ropes and cut them 
severely. 

Great numbers of horses were rendered useless for 
several weeks in this manner. 

The heel ropes served out to the army were frequently 
broken. The ropes should be of better material, and the 
straps would, I consider, be wore comfortable to the 
horses if placed below the fetlocks, as is the custom in 
India. In order to keep them where they are now 
placed, they are frequently made so tight as to impede 
the circulation. 


* This suggestion was the origin of the veterinary wallet 
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10. Packsaddles—Excepting that these were very 
heavy, they were not bad in principle, but in many 
instances were very carelessly made, the padding being 
so placed that no open space was left along the ridge, 
and the spines of many of the mules were badly galled in 
2onsequence. 

11. Sore backs.—A very large proportion occurred 
amongst the Cavalry. Many were caused by the want 
of pads under the surcingles. The latter were strapped 
round the numnahs, which were kept on the horses’ 
backs in order to shelter them from the sun. It was 
difficult to retain them in their proper places without 
making the surcingles tight, and although the bad effects 
of this were not noticed while the horses were in good 
condition, after they became wasted with hard work, 


the pressure on the spine in many instances brought off 


the skin. This misfortune could be avoided if broad 
ads with very deep stuffing were invariably supplied to 
eep the surcingles from touching the spine. 

The sore backs were also attributable, in a considera- 
ble degree, to the necessity of keeping the horses under 
the saddle for very long periods. 

With regard to the degree in which the shape of the 
Cavalry saddle at present in use may have assisted in 
producing sore backs, I can speak only with extreme 
diftidence, having had no opportunity of marching with 
the Cavalry Regiments, and being well aware that 
numerous officers of great experience will differ from me 
in opinion. I nevertheless believe that the new pattern 
saddle, with its flat seat, bringing the rider close to the 
horse, is not, on the whole, so well adapted for campaign- 
ing purposes as the Hussar saddle in general use a few 
years ago. Although the height of the tree in the latter 
gave too much leverage when the rider leant on one side, 
this disadvantage was more than counterbalanced by the 
ample room left for pushing the numnah well up into 
the space between the stuffing, and so preventing any 
pressure upon the ridge of the spine, while the amount 
of ventilation siacial awd to keep the back cool. 

However good the flat hunting-like seat may be for 
mere fast work, it tends to make the rider when march- 
ing, as he must on a campaign, for hours at a walking 
pace, gradually slide backwards and thus press the 
cantle into the horse’s loins. The deep seat of the old 
Hussar saddle forced the rider to keep in the centre, 
so that his weight was distributed evenly betwecn front 
and rear. 

The steep slope towards the cantle supported the 
lower part of the rider’s spine, and enabled him to sit 
upright for many hours without fatigue ; thus prevent- 
ing a great deal of the lounging in various positions 
which is known to be one cause of sore backs. 

12. Horses.—The Syrian horses, although very small, 
carried weight in a surprising manner, and seemed little 
affected by heat and fatigue. They, at the same time, 
retained comparatively good condition upon nothing but 
barley and broken straw. It should be remembered, 
however, that they are, as aclass, characterised by round 
chests, deep barrels well ribbed up, short legs and plenty 
of breeding. 

English horses of the same shape, even when net very 
well bred, retained condition much better than the 
average of their class. 

The horses of the Indian Contingent seemed to sufter 
much less than those of the English part of the army. 

This is to be accounted for by their being accustomed 
to great heat, and by the fact of the weight of the riders 
and accoutrements being considerably smaller than in 
the British force. 

Knowing how badly the coarse breeds of Australian 
horses endure the climate of India, I fully expected to 
see the heavy English transport horses succumb very 
rapidly. On the contrary, however, they bore heat and 
fatigue in a surprising manner, and when marching 
across the desert seemed to suffer no more than the 
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lighter animals, their great weight enabling them to 
draw guns and other loads through the sand without 
the same amount of muscular exertion as was required 
by the well-bred horses They, however, showed less 
power than the latter in resisting the epizéotic fever, 
and did not recover so rapidly from the emaciation 
caused by disease or the work of the campaign. 

13. Mules.—Those from Malta, Naples, and Cyprus 
were excellent in shape, power, and condition ; while 
those from Smyrna were, on the whole, decidedly bad, 
large numbers of them being too weak and poor when 
landed, to be of any service on the march to the front. 

The mules actually used fell off in condition very 
little, and recovered almost immediately after arriving 
at Cairo. I knew of only two being attacked by the 
fever which was so fatal to the horses. 

[The report is completed with several tables. | 


CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCTETY. 

The ordinary monthly meeting was held on Thursday, 
December Ist, at the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons, 10 Red Lion Square, W.C. Mr. W.S. Mulvey, 
the President, occupied the chair, and the following 
Fellowssigned the attendance book: Messrs. A. E. Willett, 
R J. Foreman, Capt. 8S. F.G. Pallin, James A. Gosling, 
Prof. S. H. Wooldridge, Fred G. Samson, A. L. Butters, 
P. W. Dayer Sith, Sydney H. Slocock, R. Bryden, W. 
Perryman, and Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 

Visitors : Messrs. E. Brayley Reynolds and Sydney L. 
Slocock. 

The minntes of the last meeting were taken as read 
and confirmed. 

Apologies regretting inability to be present, were 
received from Prof. Hobday, Messrs. J. C. Coleman, E. 
Lionel Stroud, G. H. Livesey, and T. Salusbury Price. 

MorsBIpD SPECIMENS. 

The PresipEnt exhibited the os suffraginis, os pedis, 
and navicular bone of a light van horse, which had been 
stopped by the police. On the following day he saw 
the animal, and advised the owner to have it destroyed. 
The horse was extremely lame, and he thought it was 
due to the ringbone, but, although the animal had a ring- 
bone, the condition of the navicular bone was sufficient 
to cause the lameness. 

Mr. FoREMAN said he had been to see a horse that 
afternoon that had been passing blood from the bladder. 
The owner said he aes the horse a fortnight ago, 
and after working him some time he began to notice the 
blood. Without seeing the animal he prescribed some 
Pot. chlor. and Pot. bicarb., which seemed to make him 
all right for a time, but that day the owner wished him 
to see the animal it was so much worse. The horse 
seemed quite well in looks, and the temperature was 
normal, and he was eating normally. When called in 
early morning by telephone he asked them not to clean 
the stall out, and on reaching the stables in the after 
noon found there was quite a heap of clot from the 
bladder. He explored per rectum, and was able to feel 
in the bladder a lump about the size of a small soda 
water bottle ; it was certainly not a stone, because he 
could make a little impression upon it, and it was fixed. 
Further forward there were smaller lumps, about the 
size of a pigeon’s egg, also not movable. Two or three 
minutes after the exploration the horse began to strain, 
and two very large clots came from the urethra. First 
came about a teacupful of bloody fluid, and then two 
very large clots, the two the size of a tumbler, and then 
a little more blood, the horse groaning all the time. He 
advised the owner it was probably some growth in the 
bladder. He thought that if the urine could be got 
alkaline again, it might relieve the straining a little, so 
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gave the same treatment which had proved successful 
before. 

Mr. ForEMAN also mentioned another case, a very fat 
Irish terrier about nine years old, that had been run 
over by a tip-cart loaded with br icks on August 30th 
last. The cart went right over the middle of the body, 
so he told the owner to wait and see what happened as 
the dog seemed very little affected. No treatment 
whatever was given. On November 5th he was asked 
to see the dog, which had been given castor oil and 
other things in order to get the bowels to act. The animal 
had been in great pain for about three days and nights, 
and, after examination, when he could feel an obstruc- 
tion in the bowels about the size of a closed fist and so 
very hard that he thought there was some injury to the 
mesenteric glands that had caused them to inflame and 
enlarge ; he took him away with the intention of des- 
troying him. Just then he had a colic case come in the 
infirmary, and whilst giving the horse a dose of areco- 
line, he thought he would give the dog a dose as the 
same time as a forlorn hope, and owing to the fact that 
the preparation had been up double the ordered strength, 
he inadvertently gave the dog one-eighth of a grain hy) po- 
dermically instead of one-sixteenth. In a few minutes 
after receiving the arecoline the dog passed about four 
inches of ordinary feces, although nothing in the rectum 
previously, and then began to stagger about very much, 
and vomit a ropy saliva in large quantities. The animal 
was put in the kennels in the ‘belief that he would die, 
but about twenty minutes afterwards it was found he 
had passed a hard lump of feces some six inches in cir- 
cumference, and another large piece about four inches in 
circumference. He was astonished that they could pass 
through the anus. A little blood followed, very dark in 
colour. The only ill effect he could see from the dose 
was that the animal was extraordinarily thirsty for two 
days. The dog has been perfectly well ever since. 

Prof, WooLpRIDGE said the aang shown by the 
President was extremely interesting, but he could not 

quite agree with him in his conclusions. He believed 
the lesions of the os corona themselves were sufficient to 
cause quite as much lameness as the navicular disease. 
There was not only exostosis on the outside, which in 
itself impinged on the joint, and consequently would 
cause lameness as the leg was going forward, but also on 
the inner half of the upper articular surface there was 
evidence of ostitis. The os corona was affected with 
rarefying ostitis, and on one margin of it there was 
attrition where cartilage had been = pe and there 
had been rubbing from the os suffraginis. He thought 
there were several causes, all contributing to the 
lameness. 

With regard to Mr. Foreman’s horse case, he thought 
there was very little hope of doing much good with it. 
From the nature of the blood clots the hemorrhage 
evidently was in the bladder, but as to-the cause of that 
hemorrhage it was impossible to say. When Mr. Fore- 
man began to describe the case he thought it would 
turn out to be one similar to two cases he himself had 
had during the past year, in which there was very pro- 
fuse hemorrhage from the bladder. On examination 
per rectum of one case no enlargement of the bladder 
could be found, and no le ion or stone felt, and yet 
ane micturition the horse would pass huge clots of 

blood. In spite of all treatment, the horse died about a 
month afterwards from excessive hemorrhage, and on 
post-mortem examination absolutely no lesions whatever 
could be found. The bladder was as white as a sheet of 
vaper, there was no ulceration, no signs of where the 
re atl wpe > came from, and nothing could be discovered 
wrong with the kidneys. He suspected Mr. Foreman’s 
case might have been the same, only he described the 
enlargements in the bladder. With regard to waiting 
for the urine to become alkaline, he should like to know 
what Mr. Foreman thought the reaction was 





Mr. FokEMAN had thought it should be alkaline, and 
it was quite possible it was alkaline, but he had not 
tested it. 

Prof. WooLpRIGE said it was unlikely to be acid in 
reaction. Urine with an alkaline reaction would un- 
doubtedly cause pain on an irritated bladder, and if it 
were possible to render the urine neutral it would prob- 
ably reduce the pain, and he suggested that something 
should be given that would have that effect. The drugs 
most likely to reduce that reaction were salicylates or 
salol, which might be combined advantageously with 
urotropin, a drug perhaps not so commonly used in 
veterinary practice as it ought to be. It had no con- 
nection with atropin, but was a combination of am- 
monia and formalin. The resulting compound was a 
white crystalline substance known as hexamethyltetra- 
mine. ‘That name was worth remembering, as when 
thedrug was bought under it a considerable saving was 
made over what would be the cost of urotropin, the self- 
same stuff. He would not suggest the use of either 
belladonna or hyoseyamus, both of which had a tendency 
to increase hemorrhage from the urinary tract. Venice 
turpentine, or some of the balsams, or adrenalin might 
be used. 

As to the dog, he would not advise anybody to repeat 
the dose of arecolin. The chances were very little in 
favour of nine out of ten dogs recovering from such a 
dose. In a dog of the fox-terrier size he thought the 
dose should not exceed one-twentieth of a grain. 

Prof. WooLpRIDGE brought forward a case which he 
said might eventually become a post-mortem one. He 
exhibited a calculus about the size of a ag egg, 
which he had removed twelve days previously from the 
bladder of a Blenheim spaniel, which was estimated to 
weigh about five pounds, and was eight years old. She had 
had bladder trouble for some months, and lately the 
urine had become bloodstained and offensive in charac- 
ter. On examination through the abdominal wall and 
per rectum he was able to locate the calculus, and 
advised immediate operation. The owner objected at 
the time, and he put the animal on a salol and urotropin 
treatment, and she was certainly greatly relieved. Later 
on she was brought for operation, and he gave half a 
grain of morphia “hypodermic ally with excellent results. 
He counted along the median line, opening the peri- 
toneum, and on drawing the bladder out of the peri- 
toneum discovered that it was half as big again as a 
Tangerine orange, and very tense and thick. He put 
some sterilised cotton wool round the bladder to povsent 
any of the matter escaping into the peritoneum, CAUSE 
from the offensive odour it was quite obvious the 
animal had a putrid cystitis, and he did not wish to run 
the risk of getting aibaatiie by percolation. On cut- 
ting through the bladder he discovered the wall was at 
least half an inch thick. The stone was not difficult to 
find, it was firmly adhering to the mucous membrane, 
and had to be taken out with forceps. The bladder was 
washed out with a dilute chinosol solution, and when he 
had satisfied himself there were no more bits of calculus 
present he closed the bladder, and, owing to its thick- 
ness, put in two rows of sutures. The position of the 
ane was a matter of some importance, and in the 
case under discussion the incision was made on the 
upper surface of the bladder, which of course reduced 
the chances of percolation into the peritoneum. He 
closed the abdominal wall in the ordinary way after 
disinfecting. For five days the animal did exceedingly 
well, taking liquid food and water, though he did not 
allow her to take too much of the latter, as very often 
vomiting followed upon excessive drinking of water 
under such circumstances. On the sixth day after 
operation he took out the sutures from the skin wound, 
which was about four inches long, but in taking out two 
of the sutures he noticed that a speck of pus in each 
case followed. The next day there was more pus. He 
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saturated the wound with antiseptic, but on the eighth 
day after operation the pus was still discharging through 
the sutures, and he thought it was wise to open the old 
wound in order to see the cause. There was a lot of fat 
between the skin and the abdominal muscle, and on 
opening it he found a little cavity existed where some 
of the fat had broken down, and in that cavity there 
were two or three strands of cotton wool. The cotton 
wool had been left in when sponging, and he was quite 
convinced that was the cause of the suppuration. The 
animal was going on all right in that respect, and had 
never looked back until the previous evening (the 
eleventh day after operation), when she did not take her 
food, and that very ie for the first time for a week had 
passed blood in her urine. It was quite possible that 
there might not be much hemorrhage into the bladder, 
but he did not like her getting dull after so long a time, 
and it seemed to him it was quite possible he might yet 
lose her from the septic cystitis. The treatment she had 
been on was much about the same as he had suggested 
to Mr. Foreman, only for the first few days she had a 
little tincture of hyoscyamus, and now she was havinga 
little tincture of nux vomica. The calculus weighed 44 
drachms. 

Mr. WILLETT said Prof. Wooldridge’s specimen was 
interesting to him, because about two months ago he had 
acase of cystic calculi, mg of which was larger than 
that shown, and there were 17 others ranging from that 
size to the size of a pea. The bitch was a champion 
Pekingese, and a fine specimen of its kind. The walls 
of the bladder was quite half an inch thick, and a 
tremendous lot of mucus surrounded the calculi. The 
operation passed off very nicely, but 12 hours after she 

gradually sank and died. 

Mr. Sampson asked for some advice as to the treat- 
ment of a mare who was difficult to clip. The last time 
she was clipped he gave an injection of morphia, nearly 
five grains a + relies Fag in about three hours, but it only 
excited her. The previous year he had given her a 
strong dose of Indian hemp in solution, and that enabled 
her to be clipped easily enough, but it took five days to 
get her round again. The dose given was about half an 
ounce. 

Prof. WooLpRIDGE suggested chloral hydrate and 
bromide of potassium in plenty of water, not oil. 

Mr. ForEMAN said he had oo up to four ounces 
of Chloral without the desired effect. His own pony 
had received two ounces, she had hardly been able to 
stand, but had immediately turned wicked on being 
touched by the farriers. 

Prof. WooLDRIGE said it was possible to give a very 
large dose of chloral to a horse without any ill effect. 
He had also given to a dog as much as two drachms of 
chloral hydrate in solution injected into the peritoneum, 
without killing the animal. 

Mr. SAMSON said he had been told by the late Mr. 
Wragg that in gripe cases at night he gave two ounces 
of a solution of chloral to start with, and if not very 
— quiet, gave another ounce, and then went home 
to 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
W. S. MULVEY, F.RB.C.V.S. 


Gentlemen,—It is the rule of this Society that the 
President should, as soon as possible after his election, 
address the Fellows: as I have no wish to spoil your 
*P etites or ruin your digestions, I postponed it until 
this meeting. Allow me to thank you once more for the 
honour you have done me 

I do not propose to weary you at any length with my 
opinions on veterinary politics or the general progress of 
the profession. Briefly, | think I may say that the 
most important feature in our Corporate Body is, just 
now, its impecuniosity, and therefore we should all unite 
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to push forward the necessary legislation to enable us 
to get money. 
As to our professional perenne and prospects, I believe 


we are healthy and active The growth of the motor 
industry has hit us hard, and will, T fear, continue to en- 
croach. Up to the present time only those practitioners, 
the majority of whose work lay among light horses, kept 
principally for pleasure, and cart horses, have been 
seriously affected : but before very long the number of 
draught horses will be considerably diminished. On 
the manceuvres this year, the greater part of the stores 
and heavy baggage was carried by mechanical transport, 
and it was siinply wonderful to see the way in which a 
comparatively small motor with a six-ton load moved 
over all sorts and conditions of roads, doing the work of 
six horses at least. 

But if one line of practice becomes more limited, there 
is capacity for expansion in others. Cattle practice is 
becoming more lucrative as stockowners recognise our 
efficiency. Canine practice now provides work for a 
number of specialists, and affords an ever-increasing 
field for the general practitioner who can show clients 
that he is worthy to replace the empirics, who still enjoy 
too much of the public confidence. Then there are 
spheres of work which have only recently been opened 
up by State and municipal necessities. In Britain over 
the seas are diseases which still are uncontrolled, and 
which reyuire investigation and administrative action. 
Many of the best of our young men are now employed 
in this work, and their efforts are appreciated by stock- 
owners and by the State officials interested. At home, 
all the larger municipalities now have a veterinary sur- 
geon on their staff, and I feel certain that a constant 
increase in such appointments must take place. 

The Army requires an annual entry of veterinarians 
to help maintain its efficiency : and to the man who likes 
to see the world and is willing to increase his scientific 
knowledge, and thus enhance his professional efticiency, 
it offers a most desirable vocation. In the Army List 
we see provision is made for a Territorial Veterinary 
Corps. This is undoubtedly a move in the right direc- 
tion, for although theold Volunteerand Yeomanry system 
of Regimental Veterinary officers was certainly more 
pleasant to the individual, it was difficult to control in 
time of peace, and would be almost impossible in time of 
war. 

It would be interesting to know how it is proposed 
to arrange the work of the Corps. Are Field Hospitals 
to be formed, and is it proposed to recruit a staff of 
N.C.O.’s and men to act as orderlies of hospital attend- 
ants, etc ? 

Still, these appointments are, after all, only for the 
few, and the general practitioner must always represent 
the bulk of the profession. Sir Rubert Boyce told us, 
some years ago, to make ourselves efficient, and no better 
advice could be given. One thing that adds to our efti- 
ciency is to be a member of one or more of the local 
veterinary societies that exist all over the kingdom. 
And this brings me to the subject to which I desire to 
confine myself—The Central Veterinary Society. 

We are not the oldest, but we are the largest local 
society in existence. Our position in the Metropolis 
affords us unique opportunity of increasing our aaler 
Within a radius of 10 miles from here veterinary practi- 
tioners are more thie kly planted than in any 20 square 
miles of country in the world. Railway communi- 

cation enables men within 50 miles of town to attend 
our meetings, and I am pleased to acknowledge the 
ready way in which many spend time, and trouble, and 
money to be with us. 

Then again we are fortunate in the diversity of prac- 
titioners who are members of this Society. There is 
the general metropolitan practitioner, the canine spec ial 
ist, the professors from the largest veterinary school in 
the kingdom, and from the districts surrounding some 
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of the best cattle practitioners in the profession. We 
also appeal to the Army veterinary surgeon, and not in 
vain, for London, Aldershot, and Woolwich constantly 
send us members, who have added frequently to the 
work done by the Society. One more factor adds to the 
opportunities possessed by the Society—we have a 
meeting once a month, save in August and September. 
Now ‘with all these favourable conditions, does “The 
Central” act up to its great opportunities! I think it 
has in the past, that it does in the present, and I hope | f 
and believe that it will in the future. In the past we 
have had famous papers by well-known men, we have 
had good discussions, and have taken a leading part in 
supporting many matters of profound professional 
interest, which have greatly affected our progress. 

From the earliest days of the Society, gentlemen of | 
eminence have acted as President. ‘The names of | 
Mavor, Field, Gowing, Roalfe Cox, Fleming, Axe, | 
Pritchard, and Wragg, will be remembered by all of us 
as leaders of the profession who have assisted and 
guided the progr ais of this Society. The effects of 
le vadership by such men cannot be over-estimated. They 
have unfortunately passed away, but we have amongst 
the living many past presidents who have reached 
eminence and now are still here to help and guide us in 
the way. Proud as I am of the men who have occupied 
this chair, I cannot but feel that my position to-night 
is rendered more arduous and difficult by their 
supremacy. 

lowever, | am here by your kindness and shall do my 
best—contribute “the widow’s mite.” 

Gentlemen, I recognise that the success of a Society 
like this does not depend mainly upon the eminence of 
its President. Far more does it rest upon the action of 
the permanent officials, and upon the efforts of the 
members. Unless we can obtain papers for discussion, 
pathological specimens for our enlightenment, clinical 
cases to add to our experience, and a general determina- 
tion to exchange opinions with frankness and without 
offence, our Society can make no progress. With the 
conditions I have mentioned, there is no doubt we shall 
all increase our efficiency as practitioners, and more, we 
shall learn to understand each other, and to recognise 
that the art and science of medicine and surgery is 
mastered entirely by no one—that no individual knows 
as much as the collective meeting of his professional 
colleagues. 

For the coming year the Secretary has secured a series 
of papers which will occupy a good deal of our time, but 
I ask you not to trust too much to the written papers. 
Bring your interesting specimens, and relate your in- 
structive clinical cases 

Gentlemen, I ask for your support during my year of 
office, and I thank you for the honour you have already 
done me, and for the patient hearing you have given to 
this address. 





RePORT OF THE DELEGATE TO THE TWeNtTy-FIFTH 
ANNUAL CONGRESS OF THE Roya. Sanrrary Lystt- 
TUTE HELD AT BRIGHTON 5TH TO 9TH SEPTEMBER. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—I have the honour to 
submit to you my report as your delegate to the Congress. 
The meetings were a ld in the Royal Pavilion, formerly 
a Royal Palace, but now held by the Corporation for the 
use of the public. The building was very suitable, as 
all the sectional meetings could De held under one roof, 
thus enabling members to visit the various sections in 
which they were interested. It was naturally impos- 
sible for your delegate to . nd all the meetings, many 
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surgeons, but were every one of great interest to any 
one who might be concerned with the large subject of 
Public Health. In all, 77 papers were presented, and 
many of these produced useful and well sustained dis- 
cussions. The number of members and delegates pre 
sent was 1,160, while over 6,000 people visited the Health 
Exhibition held in connection with the C ongress. 

To show the scope of the work of the Congress and 
the large field open for discussion by those present, the 
following titles of a few papers are quoted : “The Milk 
Question from a Layman'’s Standpoint.” “Cheese, its 
Composition in History, Commerce, and Dietetics. 

‘The Lavatory Accommodation for Women.” “The 
Eye as it Affects I ’ractical Illumination.” “ Economy 
in Swine Disposal.” “ Large Public Elementary Se hools 
in Town Districts.” “ The Ventilation of Ships.” “The 
X-ray Treatment of Fonda “The Feeble Minded 
Child.” “ Married Women’ s Labour and its Influence on 
Infantile Mortality.”. “The Action of the M.O.H. in 
Dealing with Milk Supplies Affected by Outbreaks of 
Sickness among Cows.” “ Food Inspection in Provin- 
cial Towns and Rural Districts.” “The Housing and 
Town Planning Act.” 

The Conference of Veterinary Inspectors was held on 
Friday, the 9th September, the last . of the Congress. 
This fact was ms largely responsible for sucha 
small attendance of veterinary surgeons. The Confer- 
ence was presided over by Mr. Hunting, who presented 
a paper on “Scarlet Fever in Relation to Cow’s Milk. 
At the hour of starting there were only five or six 
veterizarians present, and it appeared as if the sectional 
meeting was to have no support. Mr. Hunting’s paper 
was a source of great interest and attraction to others 
attending the Congress, for shortly after he took the 
chair he was supported by Dr. Louis M. Parkes, the 
Chairman of the Council, and over 160 members. The 
paper has been vablished i in the veterinary press. In it 
the writer deals with the Hendon scare, and criticises 
rather severely the conclusions arrived at by various of 
those concerned with the case, particularly Sir William 
Power and Dr. Klein. His contention is, and he proved 
it to the satisfaction of the majority present, that 
scarlet fever is not a disease of the cow ; that if scarlet 
fever is contracted by the use of cow’s milk, that milk 
has become contaminated from a human source, and not 
from the cow. Mr. Hunting was supported by Dr. 
Parkes and several others, but many speakers, while ad- 
mitting that the cow might not have true scarlet fever, 
yet often, especially when newly calved, had swollen and 
sore teats, and the milk taken from her then under 
peculiar conditions, and in susceptible people, might 
cause sore throat which in every way resembled scarlet 
fever sore throat. They were unwilling to hold the 
cow blameless, though no proof of infection was forth- 
coming. Mr. Richard Roberts was the only veterinary 
surgeon who spoke, and he supported Mr. Hunting. 
Mr. Hunting’s reply was witty and caustic, and evidently 
well received by all present. 

Prof. Woodrutf was unable to be present, and his 
paper on “The Veterinary Inspection of Dairy Cows 
and Cowsheds” was not placed before the meeting for 
discussion. 

Mr. W. Jackson Young, Veterinary Inspector for 
Shettield, read his paper on “ The Administration of the 
Model Milk Clauses in Shettield.”. Mr. Young appeared 
to your delegate to hold the view that in a city all cows 
supplying milk and having clinically diseased udders, 

should be destroyed within three days of being certified 
to be so aftlicted. With regard to cows situated outside 
the city, an order for inspection was to be obtained and 





being held simultaneously, but he endeavoured to look 
in at nearly all if only fora short period, in order to gain | 
a general impression of the Congress, A large number 
of the papers and most of the sectional meetings were of | 
little or no interest to veterinary SUPYZeODS as veterinary | 


the owner served with an order stopping the supply of 
milk. He did net seem to your as to have im- 
plicit faith in the tuberculin test for cows which had 
not clinically tubereulous udders. He dealt mainly with 
those cows suffering from “open tuberculosis.” He con- 
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tended that the blame for tuberculous cattle rested with 
the breeders rather than the dairy farmers, and that 
efforts should be directed towards getting the breeders 
to keep and produce only healthy, ¢.e., tubercle-free 


stock. 

Councillor Lambie, of Lanarkshire, was strongly 
against compensation. He put the matter from the 
ratepayer’s point of view, and though very few present 
agreed with him all were struck with his arguments and 
his sincerity. 

The two points most discussed were the question of 
compensation, and a compulsory tuberculin test. Both 
were strongly favoured by nearly all present. Your dele- 
gate was most impressed hy the remarks of Dr. Bracken 
of the U.S.A. on the subject of compensation. He said 
that in his part of the world the way which had answered 
hest was to pay a fair compensation for the slaughter of 
cattle reacting to the tuberculin test once and once only. 
In the first instance the owner might not be aware that 
he had affected animals on his premis2s. When they 
were seized and slaughtered the owner should be com- 
pensated, but it was the business of the owner not to 
allow any fresh infected animals on his premises. Hav- 
ing once got his place clean and tubercle-free, he must 
protect himself, for he would get no more State com- 
pensation. 

In his reply, Mr. Young pointed out the difticulty 
that many cows suffering from acute tubercle did not 
give tuberculous milk. 

There seemed to be a concensus of opinion that all 
dairy cattle should be tested with tuberculin, and that 
all reactors should be branded. 

The members aud delegates attending the Veterinary 
Section were invited to the meeting of the Southern 
Counties Veterinary Society held in the afternoon, and 
were entertained at luncheon by Mr. Walter Burt, jun., 
the President, at the Royal York Hotel. 

During the Congress week a large number of excur- 
sions, demonstrations, visits to works, and places of 
interest haa been arranged. 

Those present declared the Congress to have been one 
of the most successful ever held. The weather was all 
that could have been desired, and this fact, added to the 
great excellence of the arrangements, ensured a pleasant 
week of work combined with pleasure for those who 
were present. 

Your delegate feels that he cannot close his report 
without commending the energy and tact displayed by 
the recording Secretary of the Veterinary Section, Mr. 
Dixon, of Leeds. He was to be seen daily at most of the 
meetings, and though frequently the only veterinary 
surgeon present, always took part in a debate where 
matters of interest to the profession were discussed. 

St. Aubyn’s, Hove. GEoFFREY A. LIVESEY 


On the proposition of Prof. Wooldridge, seconded by 
Mr. Samson, a vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Live- 
sey, and an expression of sympathy was sent to him in 
connection with the illness in his family. 

There being no paper prepared for the evening it was 
agreed that an impromptu discussion should take place, 
and the subject drawn was “ Ulcerated Cornea in the 
Dog.” The President appointed Mr. Foreman to open 
the discussion. 

Mr. ForeMAN said he had a large number of cases of 
ulceration of the cornea in the dog, and he had tried 
many forms of treatment. He thought the main factor 
to successful treatment was to get the case early. Dis- 
temper ulceration he looked upon as being the worst form 
of the disease. He had the most success in treatment 
lately with minute applications of adrenalin and eucaine. 
At one time he used nitrate of silver but he had now 
given it up. His worst cases he had had been in pugs, 
and the most awkward cases to handle, in retrievers, 
which seemed to be the only dogs he could not get on 





with. Of late he had had many cases of ulceration of 
the cornea through scratches from brambles and cats, 
and he found adrenalin and eucaine of great benefit. 
There was no need to apply boracic acid or any antisep- 
tic whatever with that treatment. He had tried chinosol, 
but even in weak solutions he had found it rather irri- 
tating. Irritation of external surface of the eyelids he 
found very troublesome indeed, telling very much 
against the treatment of the ulcers. He had tried oleate 
of zine, ordinary zine ointment, and the benzoic oint- 
ment without much result. He kept the cases in the 
dark when possible, but could not always get the clients 
to carry out instructions in that respect or to dress the 
eyes regularly. 

The PrestpENT said that with the ordinary small 
ulcers of the cornea, provided there was no septic poison- 
ing, he had found a few grains of calomel dropped into 
the eye generally had the desired effect. In cases of 
septic poisoning or bulging cornea he always irrigated 
the eye with a solution of | in 2000 perchloride of mer- 
cury, and afterwards applied the B.P. atropin ointment. 
Should the ulcer seem sluggish, the old-fashioned Sul- 
yhate of zine and Liquor opii. lotion was quite useful. 
Tt was very difficult to get dogs kept in a dark place, but 
when only one eye was affected it could be bandaged. 
He considered that the patient should be well fed and 
given some time, such as phospate of iron and cod liver 
oil, especially the latter—that the general treatment 
was quite important, if not more so than the local 

Mr. WiLteTT had had a great many cases in Pekinese 
dogs, which seemed to be very subject to the lesion. 
The treatment he suggested in the early stages of ulcer- 
ation, especially if there was much congestion of the 
conjunctiva, was either cocaine or eucaine in combina- 
tion with adrenalin, and when the anesthetic had taken 
effect to use three grains to the oz. of sulphate of zinc. 
Should there be any delay in the filling up of the ulcer 
he thought aniodol was an excellent wash, applied 
about four times a day. Recovery under such treat- 
ment seemed to be splendid in most cases. In long- 
continued ulceration with adhesions of the iris and 
adhesions towards the margin of the cornea, he thought 
lotions composed of eserin and atropin used alternately 
were to be commended. If the case was obtained in 
the early stages he thought the first lotions were the 
best. 

Prof. WooLDRIDGE said apart from cases where the 
condition was due to direct injury, the most common 
subjects were those dogs with very prominent eyeballs, 
—e as pugs, Pekinese, and toy spaniels. With bulging 
eyeballs the lymph circulation through the cornea, 
which even under the best of circumstances was very 
weak, was still more weak, and hence when a dog was 
so weak that there was loss of cells purely from atony ; 
hence the name sometimes given to the ulceration, weak 
or atonic ulcers. Very often the disease was a compli- 
cation in catarrhal fever or distemper, and in that case 
it was due to a catarrhal conjunctivitis, which com- 
bined with the very debilitated condition of the patient 
at the time, rendered the dogs with bulging eyeballs 
most susceptible. One of the first things to look to was 
diet and the general condition of the animal. The 
local treatment he had adopted of late was as follows. 
He made up two lotions and an ointment. The one 
lotion, with which the eye was flushed several times a 
day, consisted of boracic acid 10 grains, sulphate of 
zine three grains, distilled water one ounce. The lotion 
was flooded on to the front of the eyeball, not smeared 
across the cornea, as he did not believe in touching the 
cornea with any foreign substance but the lotion. This 
was to remove all catarrhal exudate, and after it had 
been wiped off, he dropped into the eye a soluttion of 
argyrol and atropin. Argyrol was a proteid combination 
of silver, and it had the great advantage, as compared 
with nitrate of silver, that it could be used very strong 
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without any irritating effects. The strength he used it 
in was 30 grains to the ounce of distilled water, along 
with one or two grains of atropin. One or two drops 
were dropped into the eye from a dropping bottle 
several times a day. The ointment he a eonsisted of 
yellow oxide of mercury five grains to the ounce of lard. 
It was smeared round the margins of the eyelids and 
just over the free edge so as to facilitate the movement 
of the eyelids across the front of the cornea. The rest 
of the treatment was to keep the patient in the dark, 
about which he found no trouble. Small dogs could be 
generally kept in a covered basket under the table, the 
tablecloth preventing anything but a very subdued 
light. He did not think it was a matter of importance 
to have absolute darkness. Exercise could be taken 
after dark. When the ulcer itself had just closed he 
stopped the argyrol treatment and used calomel, a few 
grains blown on to the front of the eyeball once or 
twice a day. That seemed to clear away the opacity 
more perfectly than any other treatment. With that 
line of treatment le had saved eyeballs which formerly 
he should not have hesitated to remove. It looked less 
unsightly to have even a blind eyeball than to have an 
empty orbit. 

Mr. HugH MacCormack said he had had more than 
two hundred cases of ulceration of the cornea, and 
could endorse the remarks of Prof. Wooldridge with 
regard to flushing out the eye with a mild solution of 
boracic, and the use of calomel. Calomel was, in fact, 
his sheet anchor. It’s effect was wonderful. He had 
had eyes which were almost ulcerated down to the last 
layer of the cornea, but, by the use of calomel the eye 
had filled up, slowly but surely, and a cure had been 
effected. When the ulcer was filled up there was a 
white speck, and very often little blood vessels radiated 
from it, and for that he found three grains of nitrate of 
silver to the ounce of distilled water was very effective. 
He agreed that the diet of the dog must be nourishing. 

Mr. PERRYMAN said there was no doubt that the 
majority of ulcers were due to debility, and could not 
be cured without treating the animal constitutionally, 
and he believed in liberal diet and tonics. Other causes 
of ulceration were local irritation, injury to the eye 
from rubbing and scraping, and softening of the cornea 
due to discharges. Like Mr. MacCormack, for some 
years he had had absolute fairh in calomel, and he 
thought there was nothing like it. In addition there 
should be antiseptic treatment. He generally used 
boracic acid in fomenting water, allaying the irritation 
of the eyelids with a lotion of opium and cocaine. 
Stopping the animal rubbing the eye was going a long 
way towards curing the trouble. Calomel was non- 
irritant, as he knew from trying it in his own eye, and it 
was also strongly antiseptic. When the eyelids became 
dry and harsh then a little ointment should be used, 
yellow oxide of mercury or vaseline. The diet should 
be liberal and nutritious ; meat, milk, extracts of meat, 
and tonics. He did not advocate sulphate of zinc as he 
thought it was too irritating, even to the extent of two 
or three grains to the ounce. 

Mr. SAMSON said in distemper the system should be 
fortified with a large amount of nutriment, even going 
so far as to give the animal cooked rump steak made 
into pills poked down its throat four or five times a day. 
He had most marked success iu treating ulceration of 
the cornea by fixing the eyeball tight a:.d applying lunar 
caustic, leaving it then for three or four days. He 
believed in keeping the eye thoroughly cleaned fre 
quently with a sponge well rinsed out. He generally used 
a weak solution of Izal from which he found excellent 
results, at a strength of about 1 in 200. If there was 
not much improvement after a week or two he painted 
the ulcers with nitrate of silver solution, 1 to 20, 

Capt. PaLLIn asked how often the calomel should be 
applied. 


Mr. MacCorMack said two or three times a day. A 
little of the calomel should be sprinkled on to the eye 
after the eye had been flushed out. 

Mr. ForEMAN said he firmly believed that immediately 
the dog could be stopped rubbing the eyes a very large 
amount of the danger from ulceration was done away 
with. He had tried protargol but had not had much 
success with it. 

Prof. WooLpRIDGE said he had referred to argyrol, not 
protargol. Argyrol was absolutely non-irritating and 
very effective. He preferred to use it in the earlier 
stages with a little atropin as a sedative, only using 
calomel in the later stages when the ulcer was well 
closing up. 

Mr. MacCormack said he had found the nitrate of 
silver treatment always left a larger white scar than 
other preparations. 

Prof. WOOLDRIDGE said no white spot would be left 
argyrol. 

Mr. MacCormack said he had used caustic in his 
younger days, but he should not doit again. He thought 
it was cruel. Even with a solution of two grains to the 
ounce a white spot was left with radiating arms. In 
the use of calomel there was no danger of absorption, 
and it could be used three times a day or more. 

The PRESIDENT, in summing up the discussion, said 
it seemed to him that many theories of treatment had 
been put forward, but the meeting generally was agreed 
to treat the dog well iu the matter of food and tonics, 
keeping the eye washed out, and keeping the animal 
ina subdued light. 

On the motion of Mr. Butters, seconded by Mr. 
Smith, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the 
President for his Presidential address, and the Presi- 
dent having briefly replied, the meeting terminated. 

Hueu A. McCormack, Hon. See. 


LANCASHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


The quarterly meeting was held at the Public Health 
Laboratory, York Place, Manchester, on 30th November, 
the chair being occupied by the Vice-President, Mr. 
F. G. Edwards, F.R.c.v.s., Chester, in the unavoidable 
absence of the President. The attendance included 
Messrs. Packman, Woods, Stent, Lawson, Whitehead, 
Henderson, Walker, Mattinson, Brittlebank, Allen, Burn- 
dred, Jones, Wilson, McKinna, Holburn, Noel Pillers, 
and G. H. Locke. 

Apologies for absence were received from Professors 
Williams and McCall, Sir J. M‘Fadyean, Messrs. Eaton 
Jones, Darwell, Hughes, Abson, Faulkner, Taylor, Gar 
nett, and Sumner. 

The minutes of the last quarterly meeting were taken 
as read, on the proposition of Mr. Woods, seconded by 
Mr. Packman. 

Mr. ELLs, Glossop, was nominated for membership of 
the Association by Mr. Locke. 

Report oF DELEGATES TO CONGRESS AT 
BIRKENHEAD. 

The Presipent (Mr. Eaton Jones) reported :—I must 
thank you for the honour you have conferred upon me 
in appointing me, together with the Hon. Secretary, asa 
delegate to the Public Health Congress which was held 
at Birkenhead, and commenced on the 19th July last. 

I attended on that date and expected to meet my col- 
league, the Hon. See. of the Lancashire V.M.A. He, 
however, was not present, and I afterwards learned that 
he had received no intimation of any kind regarding the 
meeting. I considered this very lax management on the 
part of the officials of the Royal Institute of Public 
| Health who had charge of the matter, and consequently 
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made further enquiries, with the result that I had con- 
siderable correspondence with the Principal of the Insti- 
tute and the local Secretary. I was informed by the 
latter that all papers, tickets etc. had been sent to Mr. 
Locke, but returned. I did not consider this a satisfac- 
tory reply, and stated I should place the facts of the case 
before this Society, and recommend they should take 
the matter up with the Royal Institute of Public 
Health. 

I also consider it extremely bad form for invitations to 
be sent to members of the Congress in some instances 
including ladies, whilst in others the invitations for 
ladies were omitted. 

The original programme of the Veterinary Section was 
not strictly adhered to, as the time for the first address, 
which was to have been given by Sir John M‘Fadyean, 
was altered from 11 to 10 a.m., and as only about four 
persons were present it was deferred to the following 
day. At 11 a.m. Prof. Gerald Leighton, M.p., was asked 
to read his paper on “ Meat Inspection ” before a very 
meagre audience—about a dozen. Major Meredith, Mr. 
Watson, of Dublin, Profs. Sir J. M‘Fadyean and W oold- 
ridge, and others took part in the interesting discussion 
which followed, and which occupied the whole of the 
morning. 

At the invitation of the President of the Congress, 
Mr. W. H. Lever, the delegates were entertained at a 
garden party at Mr. Lever’s country residence, and other 
entertainments were provided for the evening. 

On Wednesday the Veterinary Section again opened 
at 10 a.m. and a large audience was present when Sir J. 
M’Fadyean commenced his paper, the room eventually 
becoming packed. The lecture lasted over an hour, the 
subject being tuberculosis. The chief points were its 
transmissibility from animals to man, and the principal 
methods by which the disease may be conveyed. Sir 
John stated that in his opinion the theory that ingestion 
was the common cause, that is, that infection is usually 
intra-abdominal, would not hold good, as the principal 
lesions of the disease in human beings were associated 
with the thoracic cavity. One of the most interesting 
points of the lecture was the number of bacilli that are 
commonly associated with the commencement of the 
disease. They are stated to average about 50, but it was 
also mentioned that cases were known when five and 
even one bacillus has possibly been the origin of in- 
fection. 

Dr. Lirriesonn, D.P.H., M.R.C.V.S., then gave a 
most interesting paper on “Tuberculin as a Diagnostic 
Agent,” and explained the various methods used. This 
subject was well discussed by Messrs. Wooldridge, 
Gould, Gooch, and Villar. 

A paper was then given by Prof. Wooldridge entitled 
“The necessity for the standardisation and State control 
of veterinary sera,” the result being that a resolution 
was carried to the effect “that in the interests of the 
public the standardisation and ‘control of the sale of 
diagnostic biological products and vaccines should be 
exercised,” and it was decided that a copy of this resolu- 
tion — be forwarded to the Board of Agriculture. 

Mr. J. S. Luoyp, F.R.C.V.S., Sheffield, also contri 
buted a valuable paper containing suggestions for con- 
trolling tuberculosis among food animals.” The dis- 
cussion that followed proved that the andience was in 
entire harmony with the author of the paper. 

In the afternoon various entertainments were pro- 
vided for the members, including a trip up the Mersey, 
and an invitation to witness the cutting of the first sod 
in connection with the garden city at Childwell. Amuse- 
ments were also provided during the evening. 


Mr. Locke reported that in consequence of not re 
ceiving any intimation he could not attend the meetings. 





Mr. McKInna, in opening a discussion on the matter, 
said he understood it was to be a comparative section 
and not a veterinary section. He thought they should 
not ask for the latter because the veterinary profession 
only would be interested. 

Mr. BrRITTLEBANK thought there was no urgent necess- 
ity to discuss the matter. He proposed it ‘be referred 
to the council for consideration. 

Mr. McKunna seconded this, and it was carried. 


Evection or Councit, R.C.V.S. 

Mr. Locke explained that this item had been placed 
on the agenda so that the names of nominees might be 
brought before colonial members for their votes in 
Febru: ary. He read over the names of the retiring 
members and submitted the recommendation of the 
Council of the Lancashire V.M.A. to the effect that 
Messrs. Lawson and Packman be nominated as candi- 
dates at the forthcoming election, also that this Associa- 
tion join forces with the Yorkshire, Eastern Counties, 
and Liverpool University V.M.A.’s as usual. 

Mr. HoLBuRN moved that the recommendation of the 
Council be adopted. Mr. BrirrLEBANK seconded. 

Mr. Lawson explained that he attended the Council 
meeting when the above recommendation was adopted 
and placed himself entirely in their hands. He said he 
had been a member of Council 15 or 16 years and en- 
deavoured to do his duty, and if they desired to send 
anyone else he was willing to stand down (“ No, no.”) 

Mr. PACKMAN expressed thanks for his second nomin- 
ation. The list read out was a formidable one, and it 
was desirable they should get the advantage of the 
colonial vote, which was not obtained last year. 

The proposal was carried. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

President.—Mr. Woods said he had the greatest plea- 
sure in proposing the name of a gentleman who has the 
respect of the whole of their members. A gentleman 
who has done a good deal of work, and who holds in 
Manchester a very high position amongst not only his 
confreres, but amongst the medical profession also. He 
referred to Mr. Brittlebank. He was sure this would be 
accepted with enthusiasm. 

Mr. Lawson expressed pleasure in seconding this 
He had known Mr. Brittlebank for a number of years, 
and did not know any young man who had come to the 
front so quickly. He is very much thought of by the 
Manchester Corporation, and is making his name known 
all over England. 

Mr. McKinna was delighted to hear Mr. Brittlebank’s 
name put forward for the position of President. Per- 
sonally he looked upon him as one of the leading veter- 
inarians, especially in Public Health work. 

Mr. Epwarps, in putting the name to the meeting, 
said he had known Mr. Brittlebank for many years, and 
felt sure he would an ornament to the Society. (The 
proposal was carried.) 

Mr. BRITTLEBANK, responding, remarked that when 
the intimation reached him that he was to be invited to 
become President it came as a surprise. He need hardly 
say, however, that it gave him great pleasure to receive 
such an invitation. He could say that he had never in 
the course of his comparatively short life been asked to 
take any position that gave him so much pleasure as 
that offerred to him now. He felt this more particularly 
that his election should have taken place in the Publie 
Health Laboratory, with which he had been so inti 
mately associated during the years spent in Manchester. 
He would endeavour to uphold the high dignity of the 
office during the ensuing year. 

The remaining officers were elected en hloc, as recom- 
mended by the ‘Council, as follows : 
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Vice-Presidents— Mr. Bartram, Manchester, Mr. 
FLETCHER, Altrincham, and Mr. Eaton-Jongs, 
Liverpool. 

Hon. T'reasurer.—Mr. PACKMAN, Bury. 

Hon. Secretary.—Mr. Locke, Manchester. 

Hon. Auditors.— Messrs. FAULKNER and TAyYLor. 

The Council was re-elected, with the addition of 
Mr. SUMNER, in place of the late Mr. S. Locke. 

Mr. BrirTLeBaNk thought it only right to thank the 
otticers for the work done during the past year. Mr. 
Lawson seconded. 

Mr. PACKMAN, in response, said the greatest compli- 
ment they could pay was to pay their subscriptions 
promptly, thus ides the Secretary and himself of 
much work. 

Congress of the Royal Sanitary Institute at Belfast, 
July 24th to 29th. 1911. A communication regarding 
this Congress was submitted and referred to the 
Council. 

Mr. McKInNa introduced the question of the Midland 
V.M.A. being again combined with for election purposes. 
Messrs. Locke, Woods, Packman, and Lawson took part 
in a short discussion on the matter, which was eventu- 
| referred to the Council for consideration. 

t was decided to have an annual dinner as usual. 

PATHOLOGICAL DEMONSTRATIONS. 

Prof. DELEPINE, in exhibiting a number of patho- 
logical demonstrations, said that as Director of the 
Public Health Laboratory he was very pleased to wel- 
come the members of the Lancashire V.M.A. He also 
intimated that the Vice-Chancellor shared his feelings. 

He had not invited them to receive an address, but 
for a simple demonstration of morbid specimens, most 
of which he had reeeived from members of the Associa- 
tion during the last few years. Many of the specimens 
had been sent for diagnosis, others had been presented 
to the laboratory by old pupils, and friends who thought 
they might be of interest. 

Out of the large mass of material at his disposal he 
had selected only a limited number of specimens which 
were of interest on various accounts. All the specimens 
had been investigated and dissected by himself, and 
mounted according to a method which he had gradually 
improved during the past 25 years, and which he pro- 
posed to publish shortly. 

The collection exhibited had been selected with a view 
to illustrate three main objects : 

(a) The development of some morbid processes as 
indicated by the = a of lesions. In illustration 
of this the following specimens were shown. 1. Series 

of tuberculous spleens of swine: 2 Tuberculous 
lesions of intestine and mesenteric glands of cow, 
horse, and man: 3. Series of tuberculous udders of 
cow and swine: 4. Tuberculosis of nerve centre 
and sense organs in cow. 

(4) The appearance of certain lesions that are liable 
to give rise to errors of diagnosis. The specimens 


were: 1. Piroplasmosis and anthrax and hypertrophy 
of spleen: 2. Nematode tubercle of intestine of 
cattle : 3. Hydatid stage of tenia ccenurus in ox 
and sheep: 4. Botryomycosis and sarcoma of jaw of 
cow: 5. Actinomycosis and Sarcoma of the jaw in 
acow: 6. Fibroplastic tumour of tail of cow and 
ee: 7. Bacterial necrosis: 8 John’s 
i 


sease. 

(c) Unusual lesions giving rise to appearances not 

frequently met with. 1. Tuberculosis _ ) emg peri- 

cardium of cow: 2. Tuberculosis of sternum and 

ribs: 3. Actinomycosis (hyperplastic type) of skin : 

4. Strongylosis in the calf (strongylus micrurus) 

Verminous bronchitis and pneumonia: 5. Hydatid 
cysts, teenia echinococcus and ccenurus. 

e thanked the members who had sent these speci- 

mens, and he expressed the hope that the number would 





be increased. Many of. the specimens indicated to him 
that certain diseases which are not generally thought of 
as occurring frequently in this country must be much 
more common than is generally supposed. It would be 
worth while to take steps to find out to what extent 
they are prevalent. He thought from the arrangement 
of the specimens they would be able to see the intention 
of the exhibit. 





Mr. Woops proposed a vote of thanks to Professor 
Delépine for the trouble taken. Personally, he wonder- 
ed how there was time to spare to arrange such a demon- 
stration as that with which they had been favoured. 

Mr. PackMAN seconded the vote. He said the Pro- 
fessor had always been a friend of the veterinary pro- 
fession, and they owed him a debt of gratitude for the 
treat they had that night enjoyed. 

Mr. BRITTLEBANK supported the proposal. He ex- 
pressed, both on personal as well as public grounds, his 
thanks for the interest taken in the work of the veteri- 
nary profession by Prof. Delépine. Many of them had 
come to regard the Professor in the light of a consultant 
whose wise counsel so kindly given was always at the 
disposal of members of the veterinary profession. 

Prof. DELEPINE acknowledged the vote of thanks. 


Presentation to Mr. J. S. Lloyd. 


The members of the Sheftield Horse Show gave a 
complimentary dinner to Mr. J. 8S. Lloyd, at the King’s 
Head Hotel, and presented him with a gold watch in 
recognition of his services as honorary secretary to the 
show since its inception in 1903. Mr. B. A. Firth, J.p., 
(who has succeeded the late Mr. Alderman T. Nixon as 
chairman of the committee) presided, and was supported 
by Councillor A. Ashmore, Messrs. Abson, Chappell, 
Canham, Fletcher, Hubner, Laycock, Naylor, 8. Nixon, 
Pillers, Sampson, Turner, Twigg, Vaughton, Welch, and 
Yates, members of the committee. The arrangements 
for the dinner had been admirably carried out by the 
hon. treasurer, Mr. H. Thompson, M.R.C.Vv.s. 

In making the presentation, Mr. Firth stated that he 
felt sure that the objects which the committee had in 
view when the show was first started had been achieved, 
and that the success of the show had been largely due to 
the efforts of the honorary secretary, and he trusted that 
in the future they would be equally successful. 

Other speakers were Councillor Ashmore, Messrs. 
J. Abson, J. Hubner, 8. E. Sampson, and H. Thompson. 

Mr. Lloyd, in thanking the committee for their gift 
remarked upon the loss the committee had cunaioed toy 
the death of the late chairman and by the death and re 
moval of other members of the committee. He was. 
however, gratified by Mr. Firth’s acceptance of the posi- 
tion of chairman, knowing the latter gentleman’s interest 
in shows and the general management of the horses 
working in the city and the prevention of cruelty: 
—Sheffield Daily Telegraph. 


Handsome Gift to Edinburgh College. 


It was intimated at a meeting of the governors of the 
Royal (Dick) Velonneny College, Edinburgh, on Wed- 
nesday, 7th inst., that Mr. Alex. McCallum, M.B.c.v.s., 
had given a donation of £2,000 to the building fund of 
the college, with a promise of £8,000 more as soon as 
arrangements are made for giving the B.Sc. degree in 
Veterinary Science at Edinburgh University. It will 
be remembered that the college on a former occasion 
benefited by Mr. McCallum’s generosity to the extent of 
£15,000. The Board expressed their cordial thanks to 
Mr. McCallum for his handsome gift. It was agreed to 
purchase as a site for the College building the property 
of the Summerhall Brewery Company, as at Whit- 
sunday next. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1903, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
Glanders 
Anthrax ae P Sheep Swine Fever. 
Sane. Dis (including | Counties | Scab. 
Period. tsease- | Farcy) | Affected 
Out- Ani- | Out- Ani- | Out- Ani- | Animals Out- | Out- Slaugh- 
breaks mals. [breaks| mals. [breaks mals. | Attacked breaks breaks. tered. * 
Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Dec. 10 25 25 1 5 22 37 3388 
1909 38 | 41 2 3 32 29 275 
Corresponding week in 1908 17 19 10 32 25 49 386 
1907 27 32 16 26 Kent 2 €3 32 136 
: ee ot Oe : 
‘Lotal for 50 weeks, 1910 1399 | 1662 2 15 341 agg |London 3] 447 1489 14147 
( 1909 1266 , 1639 519 1726 624 1604 | 14005 
Corresponding period in ; 1908 1057 1364 % | 112 764 2371 780 | 2014 | 13304 
{ 1907 1036 | 1404 826 1854 647 2282 | 10920 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Dec. 13. 1910. Parasitic Mange (outbreaks) 
IRELAND. Week ended Dec. 3 7 l 46 
( 1909 2 
Corresponding Week in { 1908 eee 1 1 12 
{ 1907 1 1 2 15 2 | 3 
Total for 49 weeks, 1910 7 13 1 2 63 426 8Y | 2119 
(1909 x 8 73 381 87 | 1562e 
Corresponding period in - 1908 7 10 eee ens 39 341 156 3574 3 
(1907 3 5 6 ll 74 255 146 2635 
Dec. 7, 1910 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, 
Norr.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only 


Mortality among Shropshire Calves success- | 


fully treated. 


The Harper-Adams Agricultural College have done 
Shropshire agriculturists a great service by an investiga- 
tion they have made respecting mortality among young 
stock, with i 


reference to an outbreak which has | 


omy r 

occurred on Mr. T. P. Sillitoe’s farm at Chetwynd Aston, | 
Newport. Since taking the farm four years ago Mr. | 
Sillitoe has never been able to rear a calf : they all died | 


within a fortnight of birth. The experience 
former tenants of the farm, going back over 20 years, 
also was that they could never rear a calf, but that the 
calves brought there throve all right. It will be remem- 
bered that Mr. Stanier raised a question on the subject 
in the House of Commons. 

It should be stated that in view of the exception 
taken by the County Council auditor in connection with 
a grant for a previous investigation, the County Council 
were unable to grant any financial assistance towards an 
investigation, and the College authorities were, there- 
fore, able only to carry out the investigation to a limited 
extent, for want of the necéssary equipment. Mr. W. T. 
Wilson, F.x.c.v.8., college veterinary lecturer, conducted 
the investigation, and he found it was apparent from 
the calves when alive, and on post-mortem examination 
of four calves, that if any satisfactory assistance was to 
be given Mr. Sillitoe the enquiry must be based upon a 


of the | 


complete bacteriological examination to identity the | 


cause of the trouble and pave the way for preventive 
measures, and at the request of his principal, Prof. Hed- 
worth Foulkes, he wrote.an interim report, which was 
sent to the Clerk of the County Council. 

On March 25th Mr. Wilson met at the farm Mr, Moss- 
man, M.R.C.V.8., assistant inspector to the Board of Agri- 


| from the third to the ninth day after birth. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


culture, who made a complete post-mortem examination 


| of one of the diseased calves, and collected material from 


it for further research at the Board’s laboratory. On 
May 6th the Board wrote asking whether any more 
calves became infected with the disease. It will be seen 
that the Board of Agriculture showed no undue haste 
in the matter, although the disease was so deadly. 
Apparently they were content to leave the investigation 
to a voluntary agency. Mr. Sillitoe replied to the Board, 
stating : 

“T have had six calves born since Mr. Mossman’s 
visit, which were taken in hand by Prof. Wilson, 
F.R.C.V.8., Of the Harper-Adams Agricultural College, 
who has visited them daily, giving them a material of 
his own preparation, and I am pleased to say every calf 
is living and doing well. As such a time elapsed before 
hopes of any results were likely to be made known, it 
became a very serious matter for me to face, in view of 
my previous experience ; and Mr. Wilson kindly took the 
matter up, in the hope of helping me to tide over until 
your enquiry was completed.’ 

Mr. Wilson continued his treatment pending the re- 
sult of the Board’s inquiry, and although handicapped 
very considerably from the want of a complete bacter 
iological examination, he formed the opinion that the 
disease was one of “Septicemia ” of young calves. This 
disease is a condition of the blood induced by the ab- 
sorption of septic products—that is to say, the result of 
the growth and development of a septic organism or 

erm in the body, or the result of a poison developed 
uring the growth of the organism in the body (a toxin) 
or probably a combination of both. This agent becomes 
exceedingly active when introduced into the system of 
young calves, as proved by the rapidity of their deaths 
While this 
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investigation was proceeding Mr. Wilson had the oppor- 
tunity of dealing with a similar outbreak on a neigh- 


bouring farm, where the last 13 cows had calved strong | 


healthy calves, and every calf had died, although every 
precaution was taken. 


In all cases the symptoms followed a definite course | 


throughout. From the second to the third day (depend- 
ing upon the strength of the animal), the first symptoms 
were a weeping from the eyes, which continued until the 
fourth or fifth day, when it became almost purulent, and 
inflamed the eyes, exactly similar to distemper in the 
dog. Then the animal gradually became weaker, losing 
flesh very rapidly, continually lying down, sleeping and 
drowsy, with its head turned to one side, the eyes sink 
in the head, muzzle dry, refused milk altogether, falls 
away toa skeleton, ending in a miserable object. On 


the 7th to the 9th day the calf is powerless, passes into | 


comatose condition, commences to “ blow,” and is soon 
dead. A few hours before death there may be a slight 
diarrhcea, which becomes thin, yellowish-white, and 
stinking, but not in all cases. 

Post-mortem examinations showed that the changes 
were confined to the lung tissue, in some cases only the 
apices of the lungs showed discolouration ; in others, a 
large portion of the lungs were involved. On cutting 
through the lung substance, evidence of broncho-pneu- 
monia, even to small abscesses, in all stages were seen. 


The stomach and bowels throughout showed hardly any | 


changes whatever, except masses of hardened curd in 
the 4th, and slight traces of patchy inflammation here 
and there through the mucous lining of the bowels. 
The liver and kidneys, or 
cases, and distinctly spotted with red-coloured centres. 

Mr. Wilson’s treatment was as follows : 
breaks a fresh box was prepared, thoroughly white- 
washed and disinfected. As soon as the calves were 
born, 
thread, and painted over three times with a dressing of 


carbolised collodion, 1-10, another dressing applied in 12 | 
The calves were then removed into | 


hones afterwards. 
a perfectly new box where calves had never been before, 
or, in the second outbreak, small pens were made in the 
rick-yard and hurdled round. Each calf was givena 
quart of skimmed morning’s milk, with a pint of warm 
water added for three meals ; to these milks a teaspoon- 
ful of a preparation containing living lactic acid bacilli 
was added. On the second day new milk was gradually 
added to each meal, and the preparation added to every 
lot of milk. The quantity of new milk was increased 
until the ninth «day, when the preparation was discon- 
tinued. 

Not one calf of all the number showed any symptoms 
of illness whatever, and never looked back from the time 
of birth. 

Mr. Wilson’s opinion is that the active lactic bacilli 
taken in thus with the milk at each meal overcame any 
infectious germs that might be present. The strictest 
cleanliness was observed with the pails, which were 
thoroughly cleaned after each lot of milk. All manures 
were disinfected with quicklime and burned in the gar- 
den, and the floor of the calf-box was lime-washed, disin- 
fected, and thoroughly sprinkled with quicklime before 
the clean straw was littered down. 

Mr. Wilson is continuing the above treatment on 
other farms addicted to white scour, and the reports so 
far to hand have proved it a remedy in every case. 

The result of the investigation is eminently creditable 


to Mr. Wilson, and it is also a strong support of the | 
|colnshire are complaining of havoe caused by rats, 


argument of the Chairman of the C ‘ounty Council, Mr. 
obtain a grant from the Development Fund to enable 
the appointment of an expert who would be engaged in 
agricultural research in collaboration with the Harper- 
a. Agricultural College.— The Newport and Market 
Drayton Advertiser. 


Bowen-Jones, that Shropshire should endeavour to | 


Experiments on Animals. 


Sir Philip Magnus writes to The Times of Thursday, 
December 8, as follows : 

I desire to dissociate myself from the attack npon my 
opponent, Sir Victor Horsley, on account of his experi- 
ments on animals. 

I believe that these experiments have been conducted 
as painlessly as possible, and I fully recognise their 
value in advancing medical science and in helping to 
alleviate human suffering. 

Sir Victor Horsley writes : 

I observe in your issue of to-day an attempt to con- 
dense my views on University Franchise and Women’s 
Suffrage, as gleaned from a long correspondence with 
Mr. Trapnell and also a report of an anti-vivisectionist 


| meeting. 


The condensation gives a very misleading idea of the 
correspondence and my views, while, as regards the 
meeting, I shall be obliged by your publishing the en- 


| closed document. 


sections, were soft in some | 


—In beth out- | j.sued a circular to the electors saying that he has per 


the navel was tied at once with an antiseptic | 


| very large majority, 


The following is the document referred to by Sir 
Victor Horsley : 

Committee for promoting the Election of Sir Victor 
Horsley. 
To Members of Convocation : 

The attention of Sir Victor Horsley’s committee has 
been drawn toan attempt made by the anti-vivisectionists 
under the auspices of Dr. L.S. Forbes Winslow and Miss 
Lindat Hageby, to ceaieiion Sir Victor Horsley’s candi 
dature by aspersions on his humanity. They have 


formed over 3000 experiments on animals, but they ex 
pressly omit any reference to the anzsthetics employed, 
thereby imputing cruelty to him. 

Sir Victor Horsley, during his 25 years’ work, has per 
formed about this number of experiments, anwsthetics 
being used in all cases apart from a few hypodermic 
injections made to determine the existence or absence ot 
tnberculosis in patients. 

His experiments fall into twoclasses. In the first, the 
the animal was not allowed to 
recover from the anzsthetic. Inthe second, the animal 
was treated exactly like a human being operated upon, 
the effect of the anzsthetic being continued by morphia 
in the event of further pain. 

They quote as a typical experiment one of the second 
class, in which the thyroid gland was removed from a 
donkey, the animal gradually : succumbing tothe painless 
myxcedematous degeneration of. the whole body, which 
this series of experiments proved was due to the loss of 
the gland. 

To these experiments the successful modern treatment 
of myxcedema, cretinism, ete., is due, and hundreds of 


‘human beings have been benefitted by thyroid treat- 


ment and many rescued from idiocy, degeneration, and 
death. 
THomas BaRLow, M.D., Chairman 
CHARLES JAMES MARTIN, M.B., D.Sc. 
Epwin CLAUDE TAYLOR, M.D., M.S. 
ADDINGTON WILLIS, LL.B. 
Francis HYNDMAN, B.Sc. 
4 Arundel Street, Strand, Dec. 


Hon. Sees. 


2. 


As a sequel to the floods, farmers in Notts and Lin- 


which are stated to have been driven from the banks of 
the rivers by the rising waters. 


Yielding to pressure, the Swiss Government have 
decided to allow a limited supply of frozen meat into 
| the country. 
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The Shire Horse Show. 


Lord HoTuHFrieELp (Chairman) reported that the fol- 
lowing gentlemen had accepted the invitation of the 
Council to act as judges at the 1911 show, viz., Messrs. 
James Gould, Thomas Green, and John Measures, 

Mr. JoHN MALcoLM, F.R.C.v.s., had accepted the 
sosition as Senior Veterinary Inspector, and from the 
ist which he had submitted the committee had selected 
the following four gentlemen to act with him, viz., Prof. 
Macqueen, F.R.c.v.s., Royal Veterinary College ; Mr. H. 
Moore, M.R.c.v.s., Worksop; Mr. W. Trigger, F.R.C.v.S., 
Newcastle, Staffs ; Mr. W. Woods, F.R.c.v.s.. Wigan. 


Veterinary Surgeons and Taxes. 


A large and representative meeting of the Southern 
Counties Veterinary Society was held in London on 
December 7th under the chairmanship of Mr. Walter 
Burt, jun., of Brighton, president. It was unanimously 
resolved to request the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons to appoint a deputation to wait 
upon the Chancellor of the Exchequer with a view to 
obtaining a rebate on petrol and motor taxes to the same 
extent as is now granted to members of the sister medi- 
cal profession. The suggestion was also warmly taken 
up that individual members should support the action 
of their Council by writing to their respective Members 
of Parliament, pointing out the unfairness of the present 
anomaly to the representatives of the veterinary profess- 
ion.— The Standard. 











ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 





Extract from London Gazette, } 
War Orrick, WHITEHALL, Dec. 13. 


ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 


Lieut. J. W. O'Kelly, from the seconded list, is re- 
stored to the establishment. Dated Dec. 14. 


OBITUARY. 
H. V. MossMAN, M.R.C.V.S., Board of Agriculture. 


Graduated, Edin: May, 1899 | é 
+ | than those who have no claim on the profession whatever, 


Mr. Mossman’s death occurred on Wednesday, Nov. 30. 


FrANcIS TALBOT SHARP. M.R.C.V.S., Nottingham. 
Lond: May, 1860. 


| We learn that Mr. Sharp died some time during last 
month, and that he had for some years ceased to practise 
asa veterinary surgeon |. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


VETERINARY INSPECTORS 





THE OLD TIME 


Sir, 
In these days when we read so much about the whole 


Have the younger men succeeded in stamping 
Facts are stub- 


of disease. 
out the pneumo-dermo enteritis of pigs ? 
born things to deal with. 

As assuredly as an ounce of practice is worth a pound of 
theory, so assuredly should the old system of inspection be 
left alone. Mistakes we have ail made. What is to be 
done in stamping out contagious disease when in doubt? 
Slaughter, my inspector told me, and chance the conse- 
quences. 

I can say, and say it truthfully, that no body of men have 
worked harder in stamping out disease than have the old 
time inspectors, and to talk of them, as do some of the 
younger members, looking after soft jobs is nothing less 
than ignorance and arrogance. The last chief veterinary 
inspector in Kent, with whom I was in practice, always 
used to say—and the more I gain from experience in these 
matters the more I am certain the man was right—‘‘ The 
man on the spot can clean his districts of disease better than 
any stranger, and it is foolish to ignore his opinion.’’ 
Glanders is surely another proof of what this class of inspec- 
tor can do if only given the chance — Yours respectfully, 

Gro. Upton. 


MANUFACTURE OF QUACKS. 


Sir, 

Your editorial article to-day interests me very much as I 
was about to write to you on the same subject. 

In the first place, Mr. Editor, please understand that I 
do not wish to be personal (I do not know who is Editor 
now) nor vindictive to ovr principal veterinary publication, 
but merely to state tha facts as they appear to me 

You ask, indirectly, where lies the responsibility for the 
manufacture of quacks in our profession. The answer is 

largely with The Veterinary Record. Even on the previous 
page to that on which your article appears is an advertise- 
from an unqualified man requiring an assistantship. 

In your issue of Nov. 19th last there are no fewer than 
six, from, or for, unqualified assistants. You ask for the 
remedy. It is in your own hands to a large extent. Let The 
Veterinary Record refuse to publish advertisements of this 
nature. Advertisements for or from pupils, students and 
inprovers, of course, do not come under this category, but 
the class of advertisement I allude to cannot be mistaken 
and should be rejected 

We may sympathise with these men, who, through mis- 
fortune have been compelled to join the ranks of the un- 
qualified, but ‘‘ charity begins at home,’’ and I think it is 
the duty of our leading professional journal to help the 
graduates of the R.C.V.S. to obtain employment rather 





| but usurp the positions which qualified men should fill 
Yours faithfully, 
Warren G. GREEN, M.R.C.V.S 


‘* Rosenheim,’’ Boscombe Park, Bournemouth. 


The letter is, quite properly, addressed to the Editor 
but this phase of the question concerns not the Editor, but 
| the Publishers. 

| $So soon as the Council R.C.V.S. decides that this form 
| of ‘‘ covering’’ is unprofessional we are prepared to bar 
| these advertisements, but under present conditions we are 
| only carrying out our undertaking to the general body of 
| our subscribers.’’—H. & W. B. 


PASTURES NEW. 





time veterinary inspector—inspector of nuisance kind of | Sir, 


@ man, and young and inexperienced men are rushing to | Referring to the article on the above by by F R.C.V.S., 
fill their places regardless of etiquette, it is well to hark | Chile, will he kindly explain what he means by the 
| ‘‘ caution to the V.S. requiring a contract ’’ on going out ? 


back and ask, Why should their positions be taken away ? | . . | 

I can now look back for more than a quarter of a cen- | I take it he means a contract would be required on receiv- 
tury in practice with chief and other veterinary inspectors |'"& 8° spointmentthere. Nothing would be required by a 
to the days when we were ordered to stamp out pleuro-| V-5. thinking of starting there —Yours, etc., ae 
pneumonia and swine fever, and from what I saw in stamp- | M.R.C.V §, 
ing out. pleuro-pneumonia by clinical experience, no men | We read it that it is not advisable to go there except to 
need more praise. | take up an appointment which has previously been arranged, 

We were told that we had bungled with swine fever, and | nor without a working knowledge of at least two of the 
that it could easily be eradicated by clearing out the centres | languages of Latin origin. } 
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